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HEALTH — ANTI-VACCINATION CAMPAIGN 
555. Ms E. HAMILTON to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the reckless scaremongering by anti-vaccination campaigners who have repeatedly erected misleading 
billboards across our community. 
(1) Can the minister outline to the house why this campaign is so dangerous? 
(2) What is the McGowan Labor government doing to boost immunisation rates, particularly among young 

children? 
Mr R.H. COOK replied: 

(1) I am sure I join every member of Parliament here today in condemning these billboards as an insidious 
spreading of lies about the benefits of vaccination and immunisation. Let us be very clear: we want to 
focus on the facts, and the facts are that vaccinations save lives. The immunisation program under the 
state-based programs run by the state government and the national immunisation program save lives and 
ensure that we protect our most vulnerable people from the spread of disease and illness. The 
World Health Organization considers immunisation to be the most effective medical intervention we 
have—that is, bar none—to prevent deaths and reduce disease in our communities. This includes vaccines 
in the NIP that protect children against 16 serious infections including measles, mumps, rubella, pertussis 
or whooping cough, diphtheria and tetanus—all diseases that we in our society are fortunate enough to 
have access to vaccinations for, because we have a first rate health system with state and commonwealth 
governments working together to make sure that we protect our children. We must stand united against 
the lies and the devious and deceptive behaviour of these sorts of organisations. We need to peel back the 
paper-thin veil of rationality amongst their initial statement of what is in a vaccine, to look at their website 
and realise just how evil this sort of campaign is. I urge all members of Parliament, all local governments 
and everyone who has authority to use whatever influence they have to make sure this stuff is not 
perpetuated in our community. 

(2) The member for Joondalup rightly asked about what we are continuing to do to boost immunisation rates 
in our community. At the moment we are lucky enough to have immunisation rates as high as 93 per cent 
amongst our one to five-year-olds. That is a laudable effort, but we have to do more. We have to get 
around the 95 per cent mark. I am very pleased to say that I had the delight earlier this week of opening 
the new Stan Perron Immunisation Centre at Perth Children’s Hospital. This is a clinic that stands ready 
at Perth Children’s Hospital to immunise or vaccinate any child who comes into the hospital. Thousands 
of kids come into that hospital each year, many with their brothers and sisters. When they are invited to 
come in for an appointment they are reminded that the immunisation centre is there. In the eight weeks 
that it has been there it has already vaccinated over 200 kids and will obviously be an important 
contribution. Usually, we do not associate hospitals with immunisation centres, but of course it is a great 
opportunistic episode of care; it is a terrific addition to the great clinics and services we have at the 
Perth Children’s Hospital. It is made possible by a $2.7 million contribution from the Stan Perron 
Charitable Foundation and we are indeed fortunate to have its contribution to that. We must all stand 
against the lies of the anti-vax crew. I am bitterly disappointed these billboards continue to get out there, 
and we have to use every power at our means either as a state government or as a local government to 
make sure that these lies and deceptions do not continue to be perpetuated in our community. 
Member for Perth, I thank the City of Vincent for its earlier efforts in pulling down the previous billboard, 
and also the activities now of the Town of Victoria Park—in the member for Victoria Park’s area—to try 
to get these horrible billboards off our streets. 
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